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BICENTENARY YEAR 
of our remarkable Windmill 

T he mill first appears on an 1823 Greenwoods’ map 

(right) but it has always been assumed to have been 

built c1820. Regrettably, despite extensive research, no title 

deeds have come to light.  

West Blatchington at this time was a thriving farming 

community with Court Farm consisting of  approx. 750 acres,  

1650 head of sheep and farmed by 

William Hodson, a tenant of 

Abergavenny Estate. He employed 

a blacksmith, two shepherds, 

eleven labourers and the  then 

miller, Edward Ledgerton.  

The Windmill was erected on a pre

-existing flint and brick tower, 

identified as a likely dovecote ( see 

Newsletter, edition 45 ). Ship 

timbers were used in the 

construction, especially the ‘A’ 

frame that supports the main 

upright shaft. 

The mill was said to work well, 

grinding flour and animal feed, 

whilst operating  a threshing 

machine, chaff cutter and oat 

crusher. 

In 1897 two of the sweeps blew 

down in a storm, precipitating its 

demise. It was just before this 

event that the first known photo 

was taken (see below). Though 

undated it is just possible to see 

that the mill has 4 sweeps! 

Timeline 

A more detailed timeline can be found in the new 
2020 Booklet - see over  

www.westblatchingtonwindmill.org 

Bicentenary       Events 
See over for events planned by the Friends 
of West Blatchington Windmill. 

Remember to keep an eye on our website 
and Facebook page for updates. 

@WestBlatchingtonWindmill 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Please send any ideas and/or 
contributions in via email with 

Newsletter in the subject line.  
 

Please also let me know if I can place 
printed copies anywhere for additional 
public viewing.  

Next Edition:  May 2020 

@WestBlatchMill  

@WestBlatchingtonWindmill  

BARN HIRE 

North Barn is available for hire at 

very reasonable rates. For details 

email us with Barn Hire in the 

subject line or contact Peter Hill  on 

01273 776017. 

www.westblatchingtonwindmill.org 

Advance Notice: 

Heritage Day 
Sun. 13 Sept 2020 

Sun. 3 May: 2.30-5.00pm 

First Day of Opening 
Learn how the Mill survived  

Festive Cheer! 
Thankyou to everyone who supported the 

Christmas Gift Fair and Carols at the Mill.  The 

atmosphere at the fair was warm and friendly, 

helped by the lovely weather. Visitors were 

also able to combine the Church Christmas 

Tree festival with a little shopping. The event 

raised  £298.43. A few days later we had a 

wonderful uplifting evening with the barn full 

of carol singers. The raffle turned out to be a 

bumper affair too and in total the evening 

raised £387.20 for Martlets Hospice.  

Bicentenary Booklet 
The booklet was written to commemorate this 

important milestone in the mill’s history.  It contains 

articles by members of the mill and photographs.  

The mill has seen many events during her working 

and restored life from wars, storms and fires.   

May the mill bring joy for many future generations to 

come.  Here’s for the next 200 years and beyond.          

Alex Vincent. 

The booklet will be on sale in the mill during the open 
season for £3.95 

 
 

Language Support 
It is a great pleasure to continue to welcome 

foreign language students to visit the Windmill 

during their all-to-brief visits to our 

neighbourhood. We have entertained young 

students from all parts of the world from South 

- East Asia to Central America and are 

continually delighted by their interest, manners 

and gratitude, as well as their level of English! 

Indeed we picked up a useful phrase for our mill 

molino de viento único 

( unique windmill ) 

A light read to help you visualise 

the life of a Windmill back in the 

early 19th Century. 

The Windmill 
Behold! a giant am I! 

  Aloft here in my tower, 

  With my granite jaws I devour 

The maize, and the wheat, and the rye, 

  And grind them into flour.  

 

I look down over the farms; 

  In the fields of grain I see 

  The harvest that is to be, 

And I fling to the air my arms, 

  For I know it is all for me.  

 

I hear the sound of flails 

  Far off, from the threshing-floors 

  In barns, with their open doors, 

And the wind, the wind in my sails, 

  Louder and louder roars.  

 

I stand here in my place, 

  With my foot on the rock below, 

  And whichever way it may blow, 

I meet it face to face, 

  As a brave man meets his foe.  

 

And while we wrestle and strive, 

  My master, the miller, stands 

  And feeds me with his hands; 

For he knows who makes him thrive, 

  Who makes him lord of lands.  

 

On Sundays I take my rest; 

  Church-going bells begin 

  Their low, melodious din; 

I cross my arms on my breast, 

  And all is peace within. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow  

(1807-1882) 

Sat. 9 May: 7pm 

Talk: History of the Mill 
by Peter Hill - Mill President 

Sun. 10 May: 1.00-5.00pm 

National Mills Day 
Activities, Stalls & Fun 

Thurs. 20 Feb: 8pm 

Friends AGM 
Talk by Wey & Arun Canal Trust 

…plus many more tbc! 

https://twitter.com/WestBlatchMill

