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FIRE! 

www.westblatchingtonwindmill.org 

S unday 3rd May 1936 (the very date we 

were due to open this year!) could well 

have proved catastrophic for the mill 

when two wagons of straw standing 

outside the south barn were set alight. 

Whether this was an act of vandalism or 

an accident is uncertain, but it was 

known that two boys were spotted 

smoking at the scene and as to whether 

they casually disposed of a cigarette butt 

or did throw a lighted match into the 

straw will never be known. 

Around 8.30pm flames and smoke were 

seen rising from the south barn and with 

the inferno visible from the seafront 

many onlookers soon arrived. The alarm 

was raised half an hour after the fire 

broke out, having been spotted by an off

-duty fireman who ran to the Grenadier 

Hotel where licensee Cllr Andrews 

telephoned the fire brigade. The first 

appliance arrived promptly, but another 

went to Hangleton Farm before realising 

it was the wrong address. Fortunately 

the wind was blowing from the north-

east and fanned the flames away from 

the mill itself, but it took over four hours 

for the firemen under the supervision of 

Chief Officer Dumbrell to extinguish the 

blaze.  

The South Barn was completely 

destroyed along with a threshing 

machine, a mixing drum, a mustard stack 

and two wagons of clover. One fireman 

having been struck by a falling slate 

required three stitches in his lip. Albert 

Whittington (the last miller) and his wife 

had been at the pictures when someone 

informed them as they came out that 

not only was the mill ablaze, but also 

their home. One can imagine their relief 

when after a bus ride back they found 

Meadow Cottage, their home and family, 

safe and sound.  

Little visual evidence of the fire exists 

today other than the charred doorframe, 

which one passes through to go to the 

north barn. Had the door not been shut, 

the flames would have shot up through 

the mill tower like the flue of a chimney.                              

Peter Hill 
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EDITOR’S NOTE: 

I have added a few new features, which  

will become regular and  will also be 

reflected on our website.  

This edition has been solely distributed 

digitally, in order to follow social 

distancing requirements. This means 

links in blue are active/live. 

‘Friends’ with email addresses have 

been sent a copy as usual. Please feel 

free to print and share a hard copy with 

others ( with all due caution ).  

Copies are also available to read or 

download from our website and will 

also be shared on our Facebook page.  

Please send any ideas and/or 

contributions for the next edition via 

email with Newsletter in the subject 

line.                                        Sue Burgess 

Next Edition:  August 2020 

@WestBlatchingtonWindmill  

BARN HIRE 

The Barn is currently closed in line 

with government guidelines. Once 

restrictions are lifted please refer to 

our website for booking guidelines. 

Enquiries are also welcome via 

email with ‘Barn Hire’ in the subject 

line. 

www.westblatchingtonwindmill.org 

General Notice: 
 

Sadly, at the time of writing, we 

are unable to make any plans for 

the immediate future as the Mill 

remains closed in line with 

government guidelines.  

We will be looking very carefully at 

the possibility of running some 

celebratory and commemorative 

events as time goes by.  

Please keep an eye out for notices 

at the Mill, on our Website and via 

social media. 

Quiz Evening 
Success 

Held on Saturday 1st February, our latest 

Quiz Evening was a barn-filling triumph. 

Ably organised by Charles Pearson, 

assisted by Jan, the evening was 

thoroughly entertaining. 

Some 40 ‘quizzers’ attended, at £5 a 

head, meaning the barn was so full we 

actually had to turn some away! Tables 

filled with ‘self-provided’ refreshments, 

as punters puzzled over the first round, 

pictures of USA First Ladies. 

There were 10 rounds in all with topics 

including News, Sitcoms, Trivia 

Crossword and Trick Questions! Teams 

competed for a Box of Mixed Drinks, and 

one team won the award for best name. 

Charles agreed there were too many 

difficult/specialist questions, so next 

time, hopefully in early winter, there will 

be a fairer mix. 

With an overall profit of £190, a full barn 

and smiling faces all round, the ‘Quiz 

Evening’ was a real achievement.  

Thank you Charles & Jan! 

What can I find at the windmill? 

Wordsearch 1 
Something to help pass the time! 

Also available as an interactive 

puzzle on the website. 

CAP 

GRAIN BIN 

BRAKEWHEEL  

A FRAME 

BRAYER 

CURB 

WALLOWER 

BRIDGETREE 

MEAL BIN 

TRUCK WHEEL 

WINDSHAFT 

GOVERNOR 

ROLLERS 

SWEEP 

STOCK 

Glossary 1 
SWEEPS - Sussex & Kent term for the revolving arms of a 

WINDMILL which are secured to the forward end of the 

WINDSHAFT, and are turned by wind to provide the power 

to drive the machinery. Known as SAILS elsewhere.       

Quiz 1 
Our Windmill is a fine example of a ‘Smock’ Mill.  

What are the other two main types of Windmill?    answer 

Bicentenary Booklet on sale 
There are 20 pages covering the story of the Windmill, its millers, 
history of mills & milling,  the Constable painting,  an insight into 
Frank Gregory and Peter Hill, the tower mystery,  the village and a 
full timeline. 

Order forms are available from the website or via email with 
booklet in the subject line. 
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